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Hepatitis C: The “Silent 

Epidemic”  

 

Who Should Attend 

 
This program is directed to primary care 
physicians, specialists (ID, Gastro, 
Hepatology), nurses, public health, Drug and 
Alcohol counselors, care coordinators, 
advocates and other allied health care 
workers involved in the healthcare of 
patients who have risk factors for Hepatitis C 
particularly people who inject drugs. 

 
 

Program Overview 

 
The goal of this course module is to help 
clinicians and other service providers understand 
the local and regional picture of viral hepatitis, 
understand HCV screening recommendations, 
current treatment options, and specific issues 
with vulnerable populations especially people who 
inject drugs. 

Learning Objectives 
 

 
At course completion, attendees should be able 
to: 
Performance 
 
Increase HCV testing (national average is 48%, 
goal is 66%) in the PA Southwest Community 
Health District (PA SWCHD) 
 

Competency 
 
Successful linkage to HCV care will increase. 
(National average 11%, goal is 33% in the PA 
SWCHD). 
 
Increase Knowledge 

 
Increase knowledge of the new HCV treatments 
and empower PCP's to screen, counsel, and 
consider treating patients with HCV. 

 Featuring Senior Scientists 
and Regional Experts on 
Hepatitis C Prevention and 
Treatment,  and HIV/HCV 
Antibody Testing Certif ication  

 
Course Director: 

Charlie Howsare MD, MPH 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Health 

February 24th, 2016 
Doubletree Downtown Reading 

 
Sponsored by the: 

-Community Liver Alliance 

-University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine  
Center for Continuing Education in the Health 

Sciences. 

-Pennsylvania Department of Health 

 
  

 

612 Shady Oak Cour t  

Mars,  PA  16046 

www.communityliveralliance.org 

 

 

 



 

 
 Counselors/Therapists/Care Managers 

1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m. 

- Addressing Hepatitis (and HIV) Disparities and Stigma 

Dr. Felipe Arias, Farias Medical Clinic, Reading Hospital 

   

2:00 p.m.– 2:50 p.m. 
- Overcoming Psychiatric Barriers to Effective Hepatitis C Treatment 

Kevin Moore, PsyD, Director of Integrative Medicine at AIDS Care Group 

 

3:00 p.m. – 3:50p.m. 

- Effective Public Health Program Strategies (PPP as Model)  

Jose Benitez, Executive Director of Prevention Point Philadelphia 

 

Nurses (RN,LPN,MA, Public Health) 

1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m. 

- Addressing Hepatitis (and HIV) Disparities and Stigma 

Melinda Zipp, Director of Outreach Lancaster Harm Reduction Project, 

Inc. 

 2:00 p.m.– 2:50 p.m. 

-Nursing role in counseling those with HVC infection and accessing 

treatment  
Catelyn Coyle MPH, Med, Public Health Project Manager 

National Nursing Centers Consortium 

 

3:00 p.m. – 3:50p.m. 

-HCV Rapid Antibody Testing course and certification 
Orasure Reps 
 

4:00 p.m. Resource Fair Booths 

 

4:30 p.m. Adjourn 

 
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the 
accreditation requirements and policies of the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint provider ship of 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine and the Community Liver 
Alliance. The University Of Pittsburgh, School Of Medicine is accredited by 
the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians 

  
The University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine designates this live 
activity for a maximum of 5.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians 
should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity. 
  
Other health care professionals are awarded 0.5 continuing education 
units (CEU’s) which are equal to 5.5 contact hours. 
 
All individuals in a position to control the content of this education activity 
are required to disclose all relevant financial relationships with any 
proprietary entity producing, marketing, re-selling, or distributing health 
care goods or services, used on, or consumed by, patients.  
 

Program Agenda 
8:00-9:00 Continental Breakfast 
 

8:15-9:00   

HIV Antibody Screening Training  Orasure   
 

 9:00-9:15 

Welcome 
Jason Snyder Opening Speaker 

 

9:15-9:50 

State of HCV in Pennsylvania and review of increasing incidence in 

the less than 35 age group 

Charlie Howsare MD MPH, Viral Hepatitis Prevention Coordinator, 
Pennsylvania 

 

9:50-10:00 Break/Networking 
 

10:00-10:50 

Hepatitis C Prevention Opportunities among People Who Inject 

Drugs  

Alexandra Shirreffs, MPH 

Viral Hepatitis Prevention Coordinator (VHPC) 
Philadelphia Department of Public Health 

 
10:50-11:00 Break/Networking 

 

11:00-11:50 

Linkage to Hepatitis C Medical Care 

Carla Coleman, MBA, MSW Lead Patient Navigator/Linkage 

Coordinator, Division of Infectious Diseases and HIV Medicine, 
 Drexel University College of Medicine 

 

11:50-12:10 Lunch Break/Networking (please feel free to eat during 
the Keynote address) 

 

12:10-12:50 Keynote Speaker  

Rachel Levine, MD 

Physician General for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and 

Professor of Pediatrics and Psychiatry at the Penn State College of 
Medicine 

 

12:50-1:00 Break/Networking 
 

1:00-4:00  

 

Providers (MD, DO, NP, PA) 

1:00 p.m. – 1:50 p.m. 

- Prescribing Considerations, Monitoring, Pipeline 
Dr. Karen Krok, Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center 

2:00 p.m.– 2:50 p.m. 

-Hepatitis/ HIV Co-Infection 

To be determined 

3:00 p.m. – 3:50p.m. 

- Patient Counseling in Context of Treatment Ineligibility, 
 Dr. Karen Krok, Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center 

 

Registration 
$25.00 

Breakfast and Lunch CME/CEU Program 

By Mail: Community Liver Alliance 

612 Shady Oak Court 

Mars, PA  16046 
By Fax:  724-779-9510 
By Phone:  412-400-9343 
By E-Mail:       Suzanna@communityliveralliance.org 

RE GIS T R AT I ON DE A DLIN E 
De ce m ber  1 ,  2 0 15  

Name:       

Degree:       

Address:      
      
 
Phone #______________________________ 
Email:________________________________ 
 

 
 

Method of Payment 
Check enclosed made payable to:  
Community Liver Alliance 
 

Credit Card #______________________________ 
Exp. date___________Security Code___________ 
Signature________________________________ 

 
 
 
ADA Statement 

Participation by all individuals is encouraged. Advance 

notification of any special needs will help us provide better service. 

Please notify us of your needs at least two weeks in advance of the 

program by calling 412-400-9343. 
 
The University of Pittsburgh is an affirmative action, equal 

opportunity institution. 

 

 


