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The PA Heroin Overdose Prevention Technical Assistance Center (TAC) is located at the University of Pittsburgh, School of Pharmacy, Program Evaluation and Research Unit (PERU). Formed in partnership with the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD), the TAC is designed to support communities across the Commonwealth as they mobilize to fight the increasing issue of opioid overdose deaths. 
TAC staff continue to maintain and expand the nationally recognized OverdoseFreePA.org website, which contains a wealth of information regarding overdose prevention strategies, interventions, data, and resources targeted to various audiences. A key feature of the website is a repository of overdose death information which allows insight into the specific causes of deaths and the populations affected by overdose. TAC staff work with coroners or medical examiners to screen toxicology data and identify what substances contributed to an overdose death. Understanding the specific profile of overdose deaths in a particular community is critical to developing of an effective response strategy. 

Additionally, the TAC provides assistance to county stakeholders as they form or develop community-based coalitions with participation from multiple sectors across the county. Using a guided process conducted within a systems framework developed at PERU, coalitions assess their current organizational strengths and liabilities to increase their capacity where needed, and assess their community’s characteristics and overdose death profile to develop a targeted, evidence-based strategic plan to intervene and reduce overdose deaths. 

Ongoing technical assistance in the form of training, resources, toolkits, webinars, and learning collaboratives will be available to participating coalitions as they implement and sustain their efforts. TAC staff also compile and maintain a listing of current research publications, best practices, and emerging intervention strategies to ensure coalitions have the most up to date information on strategies to guide their efforts.   TAC will also assist the counties in developing evaluation strategies that will assess their progress towards reducing overdose deaths. 

Counties who would like to participate in this initiative should contact the TAC at:

PA Heroin Overdose Prevention TAC
University of Pittsburgh, School of Pharmacy
5607 Baum Boulevard, #436c
Pittsburgh, PA 15206
PAoverdoseTAC@pitt.edu
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